lifes images
WALL ARRANGEMENT

Transform Any Room With Photography

Art can change the look and feel of a room. It gives a space character and a
unique touch, and what better way to showcase who you are and what you care
about than to use your own family’s images? There aren’t any rules for decorat-
ing your walls, but there are classic principles and arrangements that you can
use as a guide to make showing off your beautiful prints and canvases extra
easy!

Hanging artwork baffles many home decorators. How high should a picture be
hung on the wall, what style of frame should you choose, what color should the
matting be, and how can you decide what goes where?

In general, artwork should be hung so that the center point of the picture or
grouping is at or about eye level for the average person. While this won't be pos-
sible in every situation, it’s a good guideline to keep in mind. Another technique
to remember is that a grouping of pictures should be thought of as one unit. Test
an arrangement of pictures by laying everything out on a large table (or on the
floor), playing with combinations until you hit upon one that works. Laying
them out on paper is even better since you'll be able to trace around each object
and determine where the hangers should be installed. Tape the paper up on the
wall as a template for picture hangers and you’ll be done in no time!
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Start with one of these classic layouts:

Gallery Style

Display pictures of the same size in formal rows as the focal point of a plain wall.
Make sure to space them evenly and hang them in a level line across your wall.
You may also frame different-sized images in same-sized frames to make this
arrangement work for any collection of pictures. Try hanging pictures gallery
style along each side of a hallway to make it seem longer.

Mosaic

Create a free form group. But if you don’t want it to look messy or overwhelm-
ing, use tricks like choosing similar frames or colors. If you have 9 or more imag-
es, try choosing three colors or textures for the frames...such as black, white, and
silver.
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Combination

Define the corners of an invisible square or rectangle. Fill the inside of the shape
with evenly spaced pictures that are about the same size. Try mixing in some
decorative mirrors or different shaped frames to soften the look.

Bottom (or top) Alignment

Organize different size frames in a row, aligning them either at the bottom or the
top. Mix horizontal and vertical frames for even more contrast. Thisis a good
look for rooms that don't have enough wall space for a combination arrangement.
It also works well for hanging large and bold pictures so they don’t overwhelm or
seem out of proportion in a room.

Stair Stepping

Arrange a progression of pictures up a stairway wall; line up picture bottoms
with each step. Use a laser level or string to help you align them. Hang pictures
in two rows to maximize the space & make ceilings seem higher than they are.
Imagine a diagonal line going up the wall. Then, if all of your pictures aren’t
rectangular, find the center of each. Hang them so the line runs through the cen-
ter of each piece. If your pictures are rectangular, hang them so that their bottom
edge hits the imaginary line. Anchor the arrangement with a large mirror or
painting on a lower landing.
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Choosing the right arrangement:

In general when hanging art over a sofa or other piece of furniture, it should not
be longer than the width of the furniture. The general principle is about 75% of
the width of the piece.

Choose smaller pictures for narrow walls and larger works for big wall spaces,
but don’t be afraid to use a large piece to fill up a small nook; it can really cozy up
that space.

Popular art shelves are a great way to add interest and take up very little space.
Artwork can be hung on the wall over the shelf area as well as set onto the shelf
with other decorative objects.

Strong horizontal lines in the way artwork is framed or hung tend to be calming
and can give the illusion of width in a narrow room. Strong vertical lines - in a
picture, in a frame, or in the arrangement on the wall - add to the feeling of
height in a room. Avoid hanging matching pictures in a perfect line whenever
you'd like to emphasize a casual atmosphere. This works to create a dynamic di-
agonal line and stays away from a formal symmetrical look.
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Pictures will have greater impact if matted in a contrasting color to the wall.
Choose a dark matte for a light wall and vice versa.

To harmonize a set of pictures, mat and frame them alike. This technique can
lend an air of importance to everything from the mundane (postcards, menus,
old vacation photos) to the finest art prints. This brings unity and direction
whether it’s a pair of pictures or a set of twelve.

The following pages are examples of wall displays using standard print sizes.
Although if you have a treasured or unique display item that you are hoping to
utilize, your images can be printed to any customized size that you need.

T hope you find the next pages helpful in trying to visualize ways to show off
your favorite images. No work of art can ever be as beautiful or evoke so many
memories as photographs of your family!
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(1) 20 x 24, (2) 16 x 20
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(1) 20 x 24, (2) 16 x 20
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GALLERY STYLE
VARIOUS SIZES ALIGNED ALONG TOP
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(1) 20 x 24, (4) 5 x 7, FRAMED TO 10 IN SQUARE
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(6) 11 x 14s
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(1) 11 x 14, (2) 8x 10, (2) 10 x 20, (3) 5x 7
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StAIRwAY: (3) 16 x 20, (3) 10 x 20, (3) 5 x 7
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(3) 16 x 20, (3) 10 x 20, (5) 5x 7

























